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Mail-Order Natives
Specializing in

native trees, 
shrubs, 

ferns, vines, 
grasses, 

perennials, 
palms, and

rhododendrons.
Mail-Order Only

Mail-Order Natives
P.O. Box 9343
Lee, FL 32059

www.mailordernatives.com
EMAIL: mailordernatives@gmail.com

PHONE: 850-973-7371

FREE
CATALOG

UPON
REQUEST

Big job, small job! 

Right Plants - Right Place!

- Low maintenance garden
- Perennial garden
- Tree and shrub installation
- Patio, wall, walkway
- And more!

Let us create a garden 
you’ve always wanted.

Catherine Ward
919.602.4940
cvward@mindspring.com
www.wardlandscapers.com

Big job, small job.
What you've always wanted.

 A beautiful low maintenance garden.

 Right Plants - Right Place! 

Catherine Ward
919.602.4940
cvward@mindspring.com

Contact:

Since 1976

LANDSCAPES/HARDSCAPES
WARD

Creating beautiful landscapes since 1976

TRAVEL

You don’t have to travel 
far to see massive 
estates and magnifi-
cent gardens like the 
ones found in Europe. 
Wilmington, Delaware, 

has a legacy of these, and they have one 
family to thank– the du Pont family.

On a visit to Wilmington, I toured 
five major garden estates all created 
by du Pont heirs. My first stop was 
where the du Pont’s began – at Hagley, 
the black powder mill that gave rise to 
the family’s industrial power. Sited on 
235 acres along the scenic Brandywine 
Creek, the Hagley Museum & Library 
tells the story of E.I. du Pont who started 
the powder mill in 1802 after emigrat-
ing from France with his father, brother 
and their families. The complex includes 
restored stone buildings that once housed 
the gunpowder manufacturing process.

On the property is the first du Pont 
home and gardens in America, Eleuthe-
rian Mills. The gardens are a showcase of 
E.I. du Pont’s love of gardening and have 
been restored in a traditional French-
style to the time of 1803-1834. E.I. was 

an avid botanist who imported many of 
his plants from France. The French influ-
ence is furthered with the use of par-
terres, espaliers and intersecting paths. 
Plan enough time to soak in the history 
and wander the grounds at Hagley, which 
today is a certified wildlife habitat. 
(Hagley.org)

Winterthur is the most extensive of 
the du Pont legacies. E.I.’s daughter and 
husband purchased property from her 
father in 1837 and built a 12-room house. 
Future generations expanded the house 
and gardens, but it was Henry Francis du 
Pont (a great-grandson) who took it to 
the level it is today; a 175-room, nine-

story structure (with four levels below 
ground and five levels above) filled with 
his collection of American antiques. 

Henry transformed the grounds to 
include flower gardens, greenhouses, 
and natural areas. Today, it is 60-acres of 
jaw-dropping beauty where everything is 

Wilmington, Delaware: A Legacy of Gardens

Fountain at Nemours
Beverly Hurley

Waterlilies at Longwood Gardens
Beverly Hurley



15WWW.TRIANGLEGARDENER.COM

www.facebook.com/curenursery           
Retail by appointment: 919-444-9902
880 Buteo Ridge, Pittsboro, NC 27312

perennials, shrubs, grasses, trees, 
vines, ferns & bog plants  

CureNursery  

Cure Nursery 2016 AD oakleafs.indd   1 7/9/2018   7:31:15 AM

Small projects
Specimen tree planting

Screen plantings
Stone walls, paths

Creative drainage and 
run-off solution

High-rise terraces / balconies
Garden maintenance and 

assessment

It’s time to landscape!
Let us plan your 

landscaping 
this fall. Call 

or stop by our 
store City 

Garden Design 
in downtown 
Cary to line 

up your 
consultation.

John Higdon, 919-538-4247          
Licensed Landscape Contractor            

w w w . c i t y g a r d e n d e s i g n . c o m

planted with a purpose. Start your visit 
with the tram tour that takes you through 
the gardens and provides interesting sto-
ries about the property. (Winterthur.org)

Longwood Gardens (in Pennsylvania, 
but near Wilmington) has been on my 
bucket list for years. It is breathtaking 
beyond words. It’s all about the gardens 

here, and you will hardly no-
tice the home of Pierre S. du 
Pont (a great-grandson) who 
purchased the land in 1906. 
He laid out the first garden 
in 1907 – the 600-foot-long 
Flower Garden Walk that 
today is one of the most 
popular garden sections at 
Longwood. Other gardens 
on the 1,000-acre prop-
erty range from roses and 
peonies to wisteria, conifers, 
and an allée of catalpa trees. 

The Conservatory is 
room after room of tropi-

cal plants from around the world plus an 
interactive children’s garden all housed 
inside the four-acre glass structure. 
Outside is the most amazing waterlily 
display with aquatic plants from across 
the globe. The entertainment options at 
Longwood are extensive; organ con-

certs in the 
Conservatory, 
performances 
in the Open Air 
Theatre, and 
local entertain-
ment in the 
Beer Garden. 
The highlight 
entertainment 
is found at the 
Main Fountain 
Garden where 

dancing waters and music (with lights in 
the evening performance) combine with 
technology and choreography to create 
an experience not found anywhere else in 
the world. (longwodgardens.org)

The Nemours Estate was created by 
Alfred I. du Pont (a great-grandson) at 
the turn of the 20th century and features 
a 77-room French-styled mansion. The 
grounds include formal French gardens 
and nearly 200-acres of woodlands and 
meadows. A sweeping lawn leads up the 
hill where it is punctuated by some of 
the grandest displays of reflecting pools, 
sunken gardens, fountains, marble struc-
tures, gilded statues, and plantings. You 
will think you are touring an estate of a 
French nobleman. (nemoursmansion.org)

Mt. Cuba Center is the estate of 
Lammot du Pont Copeland (a great-
great-grandson) and his wife. In 1935, 
they built a home high on a hill outside 

of Wilmington. They too loved gardens 
and hired the top landscape designer of 
the day, Thomas W. Sears, and formal 
gardens designer Marian C. Coffin. Years 
later they added naturalistic gardens. 

The focus of Mt. Cuba is mostly 
native plants displayed in a variety of 
settings. The formal garden is a mix of 
boxwood allées, towering magnolias 
and conifers, and well-sited plants, both 
native and seasonal, designed around a 
main lawn. There is a trial garden where 
research is carried out on select cultivars 
of plants over a three-year time period. 
From here, the gardens take a naturalistic 
path through the woodland canopy and 
ends at the bottom of the hill where four 
ponds await. (Mtcubacenter.org)

Wilmington’s waterfront has been 
renovated and is lined with restaurants 
and entertainment venues. At the far end 
is the DuPont Environmental Education 
Center with panoramic views of the river 
and marshland. Not far from downtown, 
Rockwood Museum & Park is a natural-
istic garden and country estate of Joseph 
Shipley, who was not a du Pont. In the 
summer it hosts theater in the park by 
Delaware Shakespeare. 

Learn more about Wilmington at 
VisitWilmingtonDE.com.

Beverly Hurley is the editor of Triangle Gardener 
magazine and www.GardenDestinations.com. 
When she is not gardening, she loves to travel.

Flowers at Mt, Cuba Center
Beverly Hurley

Winterthur Reflecting Pool
Terry Hurley


